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~ Growing in A.A. ~
It was the custom at most of the groups in
the community where I got sober to read the
Twelve Traditions at the beginning of each
meeting, but I confess I did not pay much
attention to them in the early days of my
sobriety. Then my estranged husband and his
girlfriend started coming to my home group. I
was incensed and called my sponsor to
express my outrage that they would come to
―my‖ group. She referred to Tradition Twelve
and explained that I would have to put
―principles before personalities‖ that they
too had the right to get sober as guaranteed
in Tradition Three. My sponsor knew that I
needed specific instruction on how to apply
the Traditions so she instructed me to
continue attending my home group - I
wanted to change groups - to treat them
with courtesy and kindness, do not go and
sit with them (!) but if I encountered them,
welcome them as I would any newcomer, any
fellow alcoholic.
As I continue to stay sober in A.A. my
understanding of what it means to place
principles before personalities has grown, but
the basic purpose is still the same, to allow
every alcoholic the opportunity to recover.
Tradition Twelve, ―Anonymity is the spiritual
foundation of all our Traditions, ever
reminding us to place principles over
personalities.‖ The very first sentence of Bill‘s
essay on the Twelfth Tradition says, ―The
spiritual substance of anonymity is sacrifice.
Because A.A.‘s Twelve Traditions repeatedly
ask us to give up personal desires for the
common good, we realize that the sacrificial
spirit – well symbolized by anonymity-is the
foundation of them all.‖
Each one of the Twelve Traditions requires
sacrifice –
 we must put the group‘s welfare ahead of
our own desires
 we have to trust God instead of running
the show ourselves
 we must welcome all newcomers who have
a problem with alcohol regardless of what we
think or feel about them
 we must place A.A.‘s welfare above that of
our own group
 we must practice humility in realizing that
A.A. cannot be all things to all people
 we must remain independent of all outside
affiliations
 we take responsibility for our own finances,
supported only by voluntary contributions of
members and maintain a policy of corporate
poverty
 we acknowledge that sobriety is a spiritual
gift, that we are not professionals, simply
alcoholics who have found a way out and
who are never paid for our Twelve Step
efforts
 we give up our dependency on authority
and power structures, depending on instead
on the ultimate authority, a loving God
expressed through the group conscience
 we rely on as little organization possible,
with all those who serve being directly
accountable to those they are serving
 we give up our cherished opinions on
everything, even A.A.
 we give up our desire to ‘market’ or ‘sell’
A.A. and our desires for personal distinction
“Moved by the spirit of anonymity, we try to
give up our natural desires for personal
distinction as A.A. members both among
fellow alcoholics and before the general
public. As we lay aside these very human

aspirations, we believe that each of us takes
part in the weaving of a protective mantle
which covers our whole Society and under
which we may grow and work in unity.”
Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions
The Big Book reminds us that a mere code
of morals is not sufficient, for this spiritual
foundation to be strong and meaningful, it
must be supported by spiritual actions. I am
not capable of the degree of sacrifice the
Twelve Traditions require unless I am actively
practicing the spiritual actions of the Twelve
Steps as a way of life. Only through this
spiritual exercise is my ego reduced to right
size, allowing me to make the sacrifices of
pride and ego that each one of the Twelve
Traditions requires. I cannot skimp on my A.A.
program
because
of
service
related
commitments. Working with other alcoholics
and participating in a home group are
perhaps even more important as we become
immersed in service.

Daily

Reflections shares this gem, “My
sponsor told me that I should be a grateful
alcoholic and always have "an attitude of
gratitude"—that gratitude was
the basic ingredient of humility, that humility
was the basic ingredient of anonymity and
that "anonymity was the spiritual foundation
of all our Traditions, ever reminding us to
place principles before personalities."
I am the kind of alcoholic that finds it helpful
to understand what the application of the
spiritual principle of anonymity as the
foundation of all of our traditions actually
looks like in daily life. One of the great gifts
of Alcoholics Anonymous is I have members
of A.A. who show me how they apply the
foundational principle of anonymity by placing
principles before personalities.
I must bring an open mind and an open
heart to the group conscience. Tradition Two
says that, ―For our group purpose there is
but one ultimate authority-a loving God as He
may express Himself in our group conscience.
Our leaders are but trusted servants.‖
Therefore, when we are developing the
informed group conscience, we are seeking
God‘s will for A.A. In essence, we are taking
the Eleventh Step together so I try to bring
the same attitude to group conscience
meetings and discussions as I do to my
personal practice of the Eleventh Step. I have
been challenged to listen as if I have no
opinion.
“The A.A. Group pamphlet offers this
guidance, ―On sensitive issues, the group
works slowly— discouraging formal motions
until a clear sense of its collective view
emerges.
Placing
principles
before
personalities, the membership is wary of
dominant opinions. Its voice is heard when a
well informed group arrives at a decision. The
result rests on more than a ‘yes‘ or ‘no‘
count—precisely because it is the spiritual
expression of the group conscience. The term
‘informed group conscience‘ implies that
pertinent information has been studied and
all views have been heard before the group
votes.
In A.A., I learned we do not conduct
campaigns to convince others of my point of
view, on social media or at the coffee shop.
Not that we cannot discuss ideas, issues and
challenges but we must do it with the spirit
of love and tolerance without no gossip or
judgment
of
people,
groups,
service
entities or even countries - what group
they represent, area or who their sponsor or
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service sponsor is etc. or if their practice of
the A.A. program differs from mine.
I must learn to respect and accept the group
conscience even when I disagree. What does
that look like? I must not try to undermine
either the people on the ―winning‖ side or
the course of action that has been decided
upon; in fact, I should support the group
conscience. As active servants of A.A. I know
that all of you, like me, have had many
opportunities to put this into practice!
I give up the idea of being right or wrong,
winning or losing and realize that there are
simply different experiences and as many
points of view as there are degrees in a circle.
One of the most powerful demonstrations of
placing principles before personalities was
when I first saw members who had strong
opposing points of view during the group
conscience discussion, talking and laughing
together at coffee after the meeting - no
sulking, pouting, silent scorn or gathering
forces!
I have learned to welcome spirited discussion
of many diverse points of view and not use
our spiritual tools as weapons. Useful debate
seems to ends when a particular point of view
is labeled as ―fearful, ―spiritual or ―not
spiritual or when someone says, ―this is what
Bill or Bob would do or say about a particular
issue. I have learned to ask, ―Help me
understand rather than ―how did you come
up with that? And to share saying ―this is my
point of view.
It is amazing what we can accomplish together
if we do not care who gets the credit. Of
course, in A.A. we are here by grace rather
than virtue so the ―credit always belongs to
A.A. and a power greater than ourselves. I
have to set aside my desire for personal
distinction and approval and become one of
many, a worker among workers.
I used to think that placing principles before
personalities was all about me being loving
and tolerant of others, but as I have grown in
sobriety and in service I find that the
personality that most threatens my behaving in
a principled way I find most challenging is my
own.
When Bill first introduced the Twelve Traditions
to the Fellowship in 1946, he stated, ―But A.A.
unity cannot automatically preserve itself. Like
personal recovery, we shall always have to
work to maintain it. Here, too, we surely
need
honesty,
humility,
open-mindedness,
unselfishness, and above all – vigilance. Each
of us bears the responsibility of remembering
our pasts and taking on the future of A.A. Our
lives and the lives of those who come after us
depend on our ability to work together in
harmony.
A.A. is a gift to each of us and each of us is
responsible for A.A.‘s future. We represent
those who have gone before, who so
masterfully communicated their vision of
recovery, unity and service. Let us have the
humility and courage to place principles before
personalities.
Let us - pass it on. ―And finally, we of
Alcoholics Anonymous believe that the principle
of anonymity has an immense spiritual
significance. It reminds us that we are to place
principles before personalities; that we are
actually to practice a genuine humility.
This to the end that our great blessings may
never spoil us; that we shall forever live in
thankful contemplation of Him who presides
over us all.

LAGRANGE
MONDAY NIGHT

OCTOBER
Anniversaries
9/26 Ron T.

9 yrs.

(My mistake from last month)

10/01 Joe

1 yr.

10/02 Ed F.

15 yrs.

10/04 Bill J.

16 yrs.

United Methodist Church
105 W. Main St, Route 303
8:00 p.m.
10/07
10/14
10/21
10/28

Jamie G.
Sober Alcoholic
GiGi
Kevin G.

TUESDAY NIGHT HAVEN

FRIDAY NIGHT HAVEN

1536 E. 30 - Lorain
7:00 p.m.

1536 E. 30th, LORAIN
7:00 p.m.

TH

10/01
10/08
10/15
10/22
10/29

Karen S.
Tamara S-R
st
(1 Lead)
Steve K.
Shawn M.th
20 Ann.
Tammy

10/04 Doug B.

6 yrs.

10/05 Dan M.

32 yrs.

10/06 Mike P.

13 yrs.

First Sunday of Each Month

10/06 Nick C.

11 yrs.

Lorain County Multi-District @10:30am

10/06 Christian F.

6 yrs.

10/11

3 yrs.

Jamie W.

MONTHLY BUSINESS MEETINGS
G.S.R./D.C.M. Meeting
Be the voice of your Home Group
+ ++ + + + + +++ ++

10/13 Kelly V.

14 yrs.

Lorain Inter-Group @ 12:30 p.m.

10/14 Krissy G.

10 yrs.

ALL members are invited to participate

10/15 Shawn M.

20 yrs.

10/16 Chasta G.

1 yr.

10/17 Sam H.

31 yrs.

10/18 Erin R.

11 yrs.

10/21 Caroline J.S.

31 yrs.

10/22 Roy P.

37 yrs.

10/23 Stacy C.

1 yr.

10/30 Megan P.

1 yr.

To have your anniversary
printed in the LiveWire
please email to:
unitylivewire@gmail.com
or by calling (440)574-0143
and leaving a voicemail
OR Call Bobbi M. at
(440)537-4280
by the 20th of each month.
Anniversaries will not be
carried over to the next year.

See YOUR Inter-Group at work!
710 Broadway Avenue, Lorain
(Central Office)
Please contact: Inter-Group Office
(440)246 -1800 for information on:
Cocaine Anonymous, Narcotics Anonymous,
Marijuana Anonymous,
Heroin Anonymous and Al-Anon

Come share your Experience,
Strength and Hope!
EMH and Mercy Hospital
(Behavioral Health Unit)

Sundays at 4:00pm/Wednesdays at 7:00pm

ClearVista (3364 Kolbe Road, Lorain)
Sunday at 8:00pm
Must have 2 years of sobriety per hospital guidelines
Call Melissa S. (440)242-9769

th

10/04

Krissy G.-10 Ann.

10/11

Steve H. (Bozo)

10/18

Lilly R.

10/25

Delilah B.
(Cleveland)

Area 54
Election Assembly

October 20th – 2:00 pm
12 Step Recovery Club,
1480 Pearl Road
Brunswick, OH 44212

New Meeting
~Just an Alcoholic~
Fridays - 1:00 pm
Closed Women’s Discussion
Lead on Last Friday of
Month
Lake Shore United Methodist
33119 Electric Blvd, Avon Lake

TUESDAY WOMEN’S Meeting
~ MISERY IS
OPTIONAL~
Tuesday - 7:30 pm

St John Ukrainian Church
30th & Charleston, South Lorain

Twelve & Twelve
4th Tues. - LEAD
5th Tuesday – “Ask it Basket”
Back to Basics
Big Book Study
MONDAYS

FREE
FREEPhone
PhoneApp
App
for
forlocating
locating
AA
AAmeetings:
meetings:
meetingguide.org

meetingguide.org

When making any donation PLEASE identify
yourself by placing the group’s General Service #,
District # and Area 54 on all donations. Your
General Service # can be found in the meeting
schedule or on the internet @ aaloraincounty.org
under A.A. Meetings. Your District # is on the back
page of the LiveWire. If you don’t have a General
Service number attached to your group, please
contact your DCM listed on the back page of the
LiveWire and they will register your Group OR
ATTEND a monthly Multi-District meeting.

Suggested

AA Group Contributions:
50% Lorain Inter-Group Office
710 Broadway Avenue, Lorain, Ohio 44052
Make checks payable to: Lorain Inter-Group
25% The General Service Office
P.O. Box 459, Central Station
New York, NY 10163-0459
Make checks payable to:
General Service Office
15% NE Ohio General Service
ATTN: Area 54 Treasurer
P.O. Box 91384, Cleveland, Ohio 44101-3384
Make checks payable to:
NE Ohio General Service
10% Lorain County Multi-District
710 Broadway Avenue, Lorain, OH 44052
ATTN: Dan F. – Treasurer(440)723-7690
Make checks payable to:
Lorain County Multi-District

7:00PM
St.Frances Cabrini
RT 57 & Homewood Dr. - Lorain

Sunday Night

Serenity
has moved to the
Goodwill Center
145 Keep Court, elyria
(off Schaden Road)

7:30 pm
New Format:
Big Book (First 3 weeks)

Lead on Last Week

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF A.A.
MEETINGS NEEDING
OUR SUPPORT

CUYAHOGA VALLEY 12 STEP WEEKEND
Cuyahoga Valley Fellowship of the Spirit
3675 Oak Hill Rd. Peninsula, OH 44264 - White Pines Campus

Don’t let these old time meetings die!
They were there for us,
now let’s be there for them!!

October 25-27, 2019
An open 12 Step Retreat for Men and Women
5:00pm Friday through Noon Sunday
$100 per Person – Includes 2 nights lodging (bring a pillow)
PROVIDED: linens & towels, meals, beverages & snacks all weekend

REGISTRATION ENDS: October 11th, 2019
PLEASE REGISTER NOW! NO WALK-INS PLEASE!
Area54.org (Other EVENTS) for form & phone numbers
Campfire meetings Friday & Saturday night.
Saturday afternoon devoted to AA History Tour-AA Archives,
St. Thomas Hospital, Mayflower Hotel Lobby,
Dr. Bob’s Home and gravesite, Gatehouse @ Stan Hywet

St Agnes
Thursday
Night

MIDNIGHT
ELYRIA
GROUP

St. John's
Lutheran Church

St. Mary’s
4th and Middle

1140 W. River Road,
Elyria – Behind
IHOP

Saturday
12:00

8:00 pm

~ ANNUAL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY ~
Schedule of Events
Sun. 10/20 12:30pm Planning Meeting at Pilgrim Church
523 E. Broad Street, Elyria
Sat. 11/30 LAST day to return ‘Ticket Request Forms’
to Troy
Sun. 12/01 Pick up Children’s tickets after Inter-Group
meeting / Followed by Shopping at Sam’s Club

Dec 15 - Christmas Party
9:00 AM Meet at Pilgrim Church for Transporting
11:00 AM Meet at St. John’s Hall - Set up
12:00 PM Costume people at hall
1:00 PM Party Starts

Sun. 12/08 Return ALL Raffle tickets and money to Troy

4:00 PM Clean up Starts

Sun. 12/08 1:00pm

5:00 PM Transport stuff back to Pilgrim Church

Stocking Stuffing - Pilgrim Church
Pizza after

36th Midwest Annual
WOMAN to WOMAN SEMINAR
“We Recover Better Together”
A Weekend of Workshops
by & for Sober Women in AA

October 4th, 5th, 6th

2020 International
Convention
A list of FAQs regarding the

The Double Tree by Hilton

July 2 - 5, 2020

www.Midwest-WTW.org

International Convention in
Detroit, Michigan.

Independence, OH

On-site registration $30
More info: Delilah B.F. (216)324-4287
Or Delores S. (216)548-8111

Registration information is available
online at aa.org

Lorain County A.A. meetings, times & locations can also be found on aaloraincounty.org

INTER-GROUP FINANCIAL REPORT – AUGUST 2019
Donations

INCOME
Donations/Rent
Literature Sales
Fundraising Income
Interest Income
Coca-Cola

$3,022.34
1,627.23
33.00
.06
0.00

Total INCOME

$4,682.63

EXPENSES
Rent
Columbia Gas
Answering Service
Ohio Edison
Spectrum: Phone/Internet
Vivial: Yellow Pages
House Managers
Payroll Fees
Literature Purchases
Office Expenses:
Paper Supplies
Managers’ Expense
Accountant Fees

$ 800.00
213.00
198.97
225.14
131.34
27.95
1,808.26
80.30
790.09

Total EXPENSES

$4,844.03

54.98
350.00
164.00

GAIN/(LOSS)

($ 161.40)

Rents Received
Blue Monday
Friday Morning Survivor
Lorain Wednesday Group
Mid-Week Morning Discussion
Monday Happy Hour
Multi-District Meeting
Serenity Hall
Sharing Our Sobiety
Strength in Sobriety
Unity Hall Discussion
We Care Tuesday Morning Disc.
Office Managers
Sam H.

440-522-3639

Tom N.

440-258-7286

Ed F.

440-309-0551

Office

440-246-1800

Inter-Group
Advisory Board of Directors
Steve S. 440-308-1352

Chair

Jody B.

440-225-2412

V.-Chair

Art C.

440-773-9474

Secr.

Mark P.

440-452-5946

Treas.

Amherst Saturday Group
Amherst Thursday
Avon Lake Tuesday Men’s
Blue Monday
Elyria Monday Closed Discussion
Friday Morning Survivor
Friday Night Recovery Group
Friday Night Sobriety
Grafton Wednesday Night
Great Fact Group
Industrial Group
LaGrange Lunch Bunch
Mid-Week Morning Discussion
Monday Night Lorain
North Ridgeville 1st Step
Oberlin Group
Read and Lead
Safe Harbor Discussion
Saturday Night Security
Serenity Hall
St. Mary Sunday Night Sobriety
Stepping Into Sobriety
Strength in Sobriety
Sunday Open Men’s Discussion
Tuesday Morning Discussion
Turning Point
Unity Hall Discussion
Vermilion 12x12 Discussion
We Care Tuesday Morning Disc.
Wellington Group
Women Helping Women
Inter-Group Advisory Board
Troy S.
Donna L.
Tom O.
Mike B.
Dave G .
Russ K.

440-365-9081
440-574-3464
440-315-8600
440-309-5788
440-723-1923
440-864-2974

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Unity LiveWire
Joyce L…..Google Voice… (440)574-0143
*EMAIL: unitylivewire@gmail.com
Internet Committee……(aaloraincounty.org)
Mike…………… … … …(440)670-9910
*EMAIL: webmaster@aaloraincounty.org
Correctional Committee
Andy K..…….………… (440)343-3644
*EMAIL: poolguy@windstream.net
Public Information Committee
Melissa S……………...(440)242-9769
Picnic Committee
Dave G……………… ...(440)723-1923
Pig Roast
Troy S……….……..…. (440)365-9081
Memorial Day Breakfast
Steve S……….…... … . (440)308-1352

ATTENTION: Lorain County A.A. Community
Help is needed for KEY DISTRICT POSITIONS!

STEP UP & GET INVOLVED IN SERVICE WORK
Contact LCMD Chairperson

DISTRICT COMMITTEES:
Lorain Co. Multi-District Chairperson:
Art C.….………(440)773-9474
District 19A
(Avon, Avon Lake, Columbia, Eaton, Grafton,
N. Ridgeville, Sheffield, Sheffield Lake)
DCM Mark P … (216)406-1169
Alt DCM Ray B…… (440)574-0143
District 19B
(All of the City of Lorain & Part of Vermilion)
DCM Tom M…. (440)308-5885
Alt DCM Jeremy S..(440)444-2044
District 20A
(All of the City of Elyria and Carlisle)
DCM Andrew S..(440)529-4582
Alt DCM Kasey P.....(440)494-1676
District 20C
(Amherst, Brighton Twp, Brownhelm Twp,
Camden Twp, Henrietta Twp, Kipton,
LaGrange, Oberlin, Penfield, Pittsfield Twp,
S.Amherst, Wellington)
DCM Penny F...(440)773-3098
Alt DCM

***POSITION OPEN***

