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BIRTHDAY BLACKOUT

1 A momentous night pushes her to do the unthinkable—go to AA!

BY: CARRIE B. / BEND, OREGON
THE GRAPEVINE /JULY 2013
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Three years ago today | hit bottom. It was my
30th birthday and for most of the previous
year, as | was spiraling downhill, | had told
myself (and everyone else) that | was going to
quit drinking when | was 30. Little did | know |
was in for the fight of my life.

June 25, 2009, started out as a beautiful day.
| was on my way home from a wonderful
family vacation in Disneyland. My heart was
filled with pride and excitement, for it was the
day | had planned to quit drinking alcohol,
once and for all. The radio was on as we were
driving back from the airport, and that’'s when
| first heard it announced that Michael
Jackson had just died. As a huge fan | was
devastated, but | held it together just the
same. When we got home my friend Julia
invited me over to her house for a barbecue,
and to celebrate my 30th.

There were lots of people there. | had not
planned to drink. To this day | don’t know what
happened or what made me decide to pick up
that first drink that night. I still don’t have all
the pieces of that evening. | have some
unflattering pictures, but no more than
second-long flashes of that night. All | really
remember is coming to the next morning. The
phone was ringing. | answered it half-awake.
It was my friend calling to check in on me. She
was loud, cheerful and a bit sarcastic and
said, “Good morning sunshine! How do you
feel?” | looked around and saw that | was still
in my clothes from the day before, in my own
bed (thank God), but with orange puke all over
my covers, floor and the waste-basket that my
husband had brought in for me. My head was
pounding and | hurt all over. My friend was
laughing about the night before. | told her |
didn’t remember a thing. Still laughing, she

asked if | remembered making out with Troy
(a really young guy from out of town). | kind of
laughed and thought she was joking, as I've
been married since | was 18 and I've been
100% faithful the entire time. But when it
became clear that she was not joking and that
inappropriate things had taken place and lines
had been crossed that | would never
otherwise cross, | got off the phone, told my
husband right away what had happened, and
started trying to piece together the rest of the
night. What | discovered only got worse. That
was the start of my real fight with alcohol.

I've always prided myself on my word, my self-
will and hardheadedness. When | said | was
going to do something, I did it. Up until then, |
had no idea just how powerless | was over
alcohol. For the next nine months, | spiraled
down much, much further and faster. | hit
many more awful, demoralizing and
incomprehensible bottoms. | fought tooth and
nail. | tried everything imaginable to quit. Yes,
| even went to some AA meetings! Finally,
after nine months, | had to give up fighting. |
was completely defeated.

It wasn’t until then that | turned my will and my
life over to the care of something bigger than
myself. | finally went to AA and did everything
| was told to do, as ridiculous as it all sounded.
It was that simple. Not easy—in fact, it was
one of the hardest things I've ever done. | did
lots of service, got a sponsor, started the
Steps, read the Big Book and went to lots of
meetings. On the last day of my 90 in 90, | was
not only able to celebrate my 31st birthday,
but | was also able to celebrate 90 days sober.
Three months without so much as a sip of
alcohol! Today, two years later as | turn 33,
I’'m happy to say that I'm able to celebrate not
only my birthday, but two years and three
months without a drink.
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P.O. Box 459, Central Station
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General Service Office
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ATTN: Area 54 Treasurer
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If you would like your
anniversary printed in the
LiveWire, please choose
one of the following ways
By the 20" of the
previous month

email to:
unitylivewire@gmail.com

Call (440)574-0143
and leave a voicemail

(440)537-4280

‘ Call Bobbi M. at

Anniversaries will not be
carried over to next year
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MONTHLY
BUSINESS MEETINGS

*HAVE REOPENED¥*
First Sunday of Each Month

Lorain County Multi-District

@10:30am

G.S.R./D.C.M. Meeting

Be the voice of your HomeGroup
+4++++++H+HE H+

Lorain Inter-Group @ 12:30
p.m.

ALL members are invited to
participate

HELP CARRY THE MESSAGE!"

EMH and Mercy Hospital
(Behavioral Health Unit)
Sundays at 4:00pm/Wednesdays at
7:00pm

ClearVista (3364 Kolbe Road, Lorain)
Sunday at 8:00pm

Must have 2 years of sobriety per
hospital guidelines

When making any donation: PLEASE
identify yourself by placing the group’s
General Service #, District # and Area
54 on all donations. Your General
Service # can be found in the meeting
schedule or on the internet at
aalorain.org under A.A. Meetings.
Your District # is on the back page of
the LiveWire. If you don’t have a
General Service number attached to
your group, please contact your DCM
listed on the back page of the LiveWire
and they will register your Group OR
ATTEND a monthly Multi-District
meeting.




If your meeting has reopened, please notify Central Office
c% so it can be added to the website again. %
AND notify the LiveWire and it will appear here.

AVON TUESDAY (THE BARN) SPANISH-AMERICAN
RE-OPENING ON TUESDAYS (Open Lead meeting)
(Open meeting with lead) RE-OPENING ON MARCH 5t
8:30PM FRIDAYS — 7:30PM
Avon United Methodist Church St. John Ukrainian Church .
37711 Detroit Road, Avon 3010 Charleston Avenue, Lorain

Thursday TELEPHONE MEETINGS

North Ridgeville Big Book NO INTERNET NEEDED
8:00 PM Sober Voices Group (712)432-0075

Download the GoToMeeting App Enter code 654443 - Then push the # key

(NOT ZOOM) |ID# 443964949 Every day at NOON
Every Evening at 10:00PM
Fridays & Saturdays at Midnight

ALL MEETINGS ARE CONDUCTED IN THE
SPIRIT OF AA & IT’S TRADITIONS

We look forward to having you join us

LORAIN COUNTY INTER-GROUP OF ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS and LITERATURE SALES

Central Office has OPENED meetings again at their location.
Please keep watching the website for updates

Visitors should conduct themselves as they would in any public place.
We ask that masks be worn.
We are following all State mandates reqgarding group dynamics.

Lorain County A.A. meetings, times & locations can be found on
our new website aalorain.org




INTERGROUP FINANCIAL REPORJanuary, 202

INCOME
Donations/Rent $2,082.56
Literature Sales 825.00
Fundraising Income 0.00
Interest Income .03
Total INCOME $3,294.08
EXPENSES
Rent $ 850.00
Columbia Gas 164.00
Answering Service 266.99
Ohio Edison 112.30
Spectrum 126.70
Vivial: Yellow Pages 28.80
House Managers 697.37
Payroll Fees 190.55
Literature Purchases 0.00
Misc. Expenses 542.97
State of Ohio: Sales Tax
314.40 Rents
Total EXPENSES $3,294.08 Received
GAIN/(LOSS) 386.49 -0-
Donations Office Managers
Anonymous Sam H. 440-522-3639
Avon Lake Tuesday Men’s TomN.  440-258-7286
Common Solution Ed F. 440-309-0551
Elyria Friday Night Office  440-246-1800

Elyria Monday Closed Disc.
Elyria Sunday Night Group
Friday Morning Survivor
Friday Night Recovery Gr.
Friday Night Recovery Gr.
Grafton Wednesday Night
Keep It Simply Men’s B.B.

St

Inter-Group Advisory
Board of Directors

eve S. 440-308-1352 Chair

Jody B. 440-225-2412 V.Chair
Art C. 440-773-9474 Secr.
Mark P. 440-452-5946 Treas.

Oberlin Group

S.IO.GA. Inter-Group
Saturday Night Security Advisory Board

Sheff. Lk. Civic Center Gr. | TroyS. 440-:365-9018
Str’ength in Sobriety Donna L. 4405743464
Sunday Open Men’s Disc. Tom O. 440-315-8600
We Care Tues. Morn. Disc | Mike B. 440-309-5788
Wellington Group Dave G . 4407231923
Wellington Thursday Night | Russ K. 440-370-6575

COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

________________________________________

L |
ATTENTION: Lorain County A.A. Coni

Contact LCMD Chairgerson |
DISTRICT COMMITTEES:

Unity LiveWire
Joyce LA.. ‘% Zt ‘<.(44@5740143

*EMAIL: unitylivewire @gmail.com

Internet Committee 48 & & (aalorain.org)

Correctional Committee

oooooooo

. &(440)3433644
*EMAIL: poolguy @windstream.net

Public Information Committee
TZceef 884848 4EH440)2429769

Picnic Committee
"— 4a4&adaadaaad a(440)7739474

Pig Roast
"> 844 4 4aaa aa440)3659018

Memorial Day Breakfast
-17+ &aaaasia. (440)3081352

Help is needed for KEY DISTRICT P!
STEP WFGET INVOLVED IN SERVIC!

Lorain County Multi -District

District 19A
(Avon, Avon Lake, Columbia, EatoGrafton,

District 19B
(All of the City of Lorain & Part of Vermilion)

District 20A
(All of the City of Elyria ancCarlisle)

District 20C

(Amherst, Brighton Twp, Brownhelm Twp,
Camden Twp, Henrietta Twp, Kipton,
LaGrange, Oberlin, Penfield, Pittsfield Twp,
S.Ambherst, Wellington)

Chairperson:Andrew Sa a 4 4@40)5294582 |
Alt Chair Mark PAadaddaa VUTZIER:

N. Ridgeville, Sheffield, Sheffield Lake)

DCM Mark P & (216)4061169
AltDCM  **POSITION OPEK*

DCM Tom Ma &(440)3085885
Alt DCM Jeremy S.(440)444-2044

DCM Kasey P.....(440)494676
Alt DCM  **POSITION OPEN**

DCM Randy W..(330)5917328!
Alt DCM Penny F...(440)7733098!
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